
 

 

Talking Points for Community Partners:  
More people eligible for vaccination, not enough vaccine supply (03.12.21) 

 

Governor Inslee announced that on Wednesday, March 17, the following groups will be eligible for 

COVID-19 vaccine: 

• High-risk critical workers who work in certain congregate settings: 

o Agriculture workers 

o Food processors 

o Grocery store and food bank workers 

o Staff in correction facilities, prisons, jails, detention facilities, and courts 

o Public transit workers 

o First responders not covered earlier (firefighters, law enforcement, social workers 

responding to public health and safety with contact with public) 

o Early learning and child care programs not covered earlier (youth development, day 

camps child care programs) 

• People who are pregnant  

• People with a disability that puts them at high risk (includes Down syndrome, a developmental 

disability, or an intellectual disability, or who are deaf/hard of hearing, blind/low-vision, or 

deafblind, AND that disability or an underlying medical condition increases their risk for severe 

outcomes) 

More details about eligibility: WA State COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization Guidance and Interim Allocation 

Framework 

Demand for vaccine is greater than the supply 

• The national supply of vaccine is not yet keeping up with the numbers of people who are 

eligible. 

• When the new groups become eligible on March 17, close to 400,000 people will be eligible 

(including those who were already eligible but haven’t been vaccinated yet). However, providers 

in King County will only receive about 50,000 first doses of vaccine per week for the next few 

weeks. That’s roughly one first dose for every 8 eligible people. 

What Public Health is doing to meet the need 

With the available vaccine, Public Health is focusing on people who are at highest risk for COVID-19 but 

have more barriers to getting vaccinated, especially in BIPOC communities who have been most 

impacted.  

Public Health isn’t doing this alone. Health care providers, community health centers, pharmacies, 

several high-volume vaccine locations, special events and clinics, and mobile vaccination teams all 

serving the community. 

As of March 10, more than 714,000 doses have been administered across King County and 439,000 King 

County residents have received a first dose. Over 250,000 people are fully vaccinated. 

 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/SummaryInterimVaccineAllocationPriortization.pdf
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/SummaryInterimVaccineAllocationPriortization.pdf


 

 

Ready when supply grows 

Right now, we have much more capacity to vaccinate King County residents than vaccine to do it. 

However, over the next couple months, delivery of vaccine to King County will increase significantly. 

King County and our partners are ready. We have a plan and the capacity to use this vaccine as soon as it 

gets to us. At peak capacity, we will be able to adminster over 300,000 doses per week. 

People in every community will have accessible vaccine 

The Biden administration has announced plans to distribute enough vaccine for every adult by the end 

of May, and recently purchased 100 million doses of J&J vaccine. 

It will become much easier to schedule appointments and access vaccine as we get more supply across 

the country, state, and here in King County. 

Every community in King County will see substantial increases in vaccine availability, including through 

pharmacies, local health care providers, lower-volume vaccination sites and community events.  

High-volume vaccination sites will be positioned geographically across the county, and on major transit 

lines, to provide another accessible choice for people to get vaccinated. 

For more information: 

WA State COVID-19 Vaccine Prioritization Guidance and Framework 

Getting vaccinated in King County: kingcounty.gov/vaccine 

General information about COVID-19 vaccine: kingcounty.gov/covid/vaccine 

Community Vaccination Resources: kingcounty.gov/covid/vaxresources 

https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/1600/coronavirus/SummaryInterimVaccineAllocationPriortization.pdf
kingcounty.gov/vaccine
kingcounty.gov/covid/vaccine
kingcounty.gov/covid/vaxresources

