
A Declaration of Interdependence 
By People of the United States of America 

 

Historical Background: 
In 1776, the founders of our great country united to issue The Declaration of Independence.  In the face inequality 
and oppression they proudly declared:  “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men [people] are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty 
and the pursuit of Happiness.”  They also declared that, when these basic truths are violated, people have the right 
and responsibility to join together to oppose injustice and protect their future security.   
 
To safeguard their rights, the founders of our country wrote the Constitution.  The First Amendment prohibits the 
government from establishing an official religion while guaranteeing the free exercise of any religion.   Our country's 
founders understood this as the best way to protect our country from religious tyranny.  This understanding of 
freedom is a major reason why America has managed to avoid religious conflicts that have torn so many other 
nations apart.  At the same time, the values and virtues fostered by religion contribute to a free, pluralistic society.  
 

Current Situation: 
Conditions of inequality and oppression exist today.  

 Some influential people and groups within our country are seeking to strip certain groups of their rights, 
calling for bans on specific groups, and attempting to suppress our freedom of religion. 

 There is a growing force of fear and xenophobia that is leading to further alienation between people of 
different religious, racial and ethnic backgrounds.  Left unchecked, this leads to hatred and a divisive “us 
against them” mentality, which undermines our unity as a nation. 

 Violence toward groups of people have grown to the extent that an entire type of violence is called "hate 
crime."  Acts of hate toward one person instill fear in the person’s entire group.  

 One of the greatest threats to our freedoms does not come from outside our borders:  it comes from within 
our borders, from the destructive forces of ignorance, fear, hatred, and violence.   

 Another growing threat to our country is the "silence of fear" – many people fear that speaking out against 
hatred and prejudice will cause the forces of hatred to be directed toward them.  This "silence of fear" is like 
a deadly cancerous condition, as seen in 1930's Germany with the rise of Nazism, under Stalin's rule in 
Russia, and with other oppressive regimes.  This cannot and should not be tolerated in our nation. 

 
All these conditions are the opposite of what our country fought to create and maintain throughout 240 years.  Our 
strength is in our interdependence:  standing together, united as one country, working for the common good of all. 
 
In 1776, the Founders of the United States united to voice their collective rights in the face of inequality and 
oppression.  They came together to take action to correct injustice and secure these rights.  
 
Today in 2016, we again are facing conditions of inequality and oppression.  We are therefore again called 
to voice our rights.  We must similarly come together to take action to correct injustices and safeguard our 
rights and future security.  It is not only our right, but our responsibility to do so. 
 
Therefore, we, the people of the United States of America, sign this Declaration of Interdependence to 
reaffirm our commitment to uphold the truth in the Declaration of Independence – and defend without 
exclusions – that all people are created equal and we are endowed by our Creator with the Right to Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.   
 
Standing together, we pledge: 

 To treat all people as equals, to extend a hand in friendship to someone who is different from myself; to 
learn more about that person's background, and look for similarities rather than differences; 

 To speak out against fear, hatred and prejudice, to show my belief in America’s equality for all people by 
talking to someone who has been the object of fear, hatred or prejudice and saying “I share your hurt & 
fear; you are not alone.”   

 To be interdependent: work together for the common good, realize we are all in this together, know we are 
strongest when we stand together as the United States of America. 

 To love my neighbor as myself. 
 

Signed. 


